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  News from Christ & Trinity 

July 2026          Monthly Newsletter 
        

 

     From Pastor Anne 

Growing in God’s Love 
 

 We all have people in our lives who are easy to love. They encourage us, they make us laugh, and they walk 

beside us through life's joys and struggles. We rejoice in these relationships. Then there are those who test our 

patience, challenge our convictions, or have wounded us deeply.* Jesus is speaking to and about both groups 

when he says, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44). 

 These words are not meant to burden us with another impossible task. Instead, they invite us to trust that 

God's love is greater than our own hearts can imagine. We can be tempted to measure love by what another 

person deserves, but God does not. Again and again, the example of Christ’s love for us shows us what this 

looks like. God, through Christ, meets us with mercy and grace that we could never earn and sometimes feel 

like we don’t deserve. We are loved not because we are perfect, we are loved because we belong to God. 

 As we gather each week, we are reminded of this grace. We come carrying our disappointments, our regrets, 

our fears, and sometimes even our resentment. Christ meets us there, not with condemnation, but with 

forgiveness and peace. Slowly, gently, the Holy Spirit begins to soften our hearts. We discover that loving 

others is not simply something we strive to do; it is the fruit of God's love already at work within us. We are the 

vessel of that love which is shown in and through us! 

 Jesus concludes this passage by saying, Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. The Greek 

word teleios may also be translated as complete or mature. Perfection sounds overwhelming but thinking of 

becoming mature or complete gives us something to grow into. God is whole, complete, and unwavering in 

mercy. Jesus calls us to grow into that same wholeness, day by day, prayer by prayer, act of kindness by act of 

kindness. 

 So, what do we do about all this?  Is God inviting us to pray for someone we would rather avoid? Perhaps 

we are being called to offer forgiveness, or to seek reconciliation, or simply to choose gentleness where anger 

would be easier. These small acts are where the kingdom of God quietly takes root. 

 The good news is that we are not on this journey alone. The one who calls us to love is the same one who 

fills us with grace, nourishes us with God’s presence, and faithfully shapes us into the likeness of Christ. May 

we each carry that love into our homes, our neighborhoods, and our world, trusting that even the smallest acts of 

mercy bear witness to the heart of God.   Grace and Peace, Pr. Anne 

 

 *A word for and about those who are being hurt: Christ is not calling us to pray or love our way out of 

dangerous or hurtful situations. If you or someone you know is in a hurtful or dangerous situation, please reach 

out for help. Please let Pr. Anne know if you need help. 

 
 

 Sunday Breakfasts 
 

 We are offering free 
breakfasts to anyone in the 
community.  Breakfast begins at 
9:00 am.  Please support this 
ministry by helping to cook, 
clean up, wait tables, and simply 
eating with our guests. 

 
 

    Paper Towels Needed 
 

 We are accepting donations 
of paper towels to use in the 
kitchen and bathrooms.  Toilet 
paper is also needed.  Please 
place your items in the tub 
located in the fellowship hall.  
Thank you! 

 
 

 Meals on Wheels 
 

 Christ and Trinity will team 
up with Calvary to serve Meals 
on Wheels again on July 13-17.  
We need drivers and runners for 
five routes.  Please let Pastor 
Anne know if you can help serve 
meals to our senior neighbors. 
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 July 2026 
 

 Patriotic Concert  
 

 The Sedalia Community Park Band will be 
performing a free patriotic concert on Thursday July 
2 at 7 pm inside the air-conditioned Convention Hall 
in Liberty Park.  Members from several Sedalia 
choirs will join the band for a patriotic medley.  Bring 
your family and enjoy the music! 
 

 
 Come Join the Fun!  
 

 Let's glaze some bowls for the Empty Bowls 
fundraiser!  On Friday, July 10th at 3:00 pm, meet at 
The Art Room, 304 W. Main Street.  It will take 
approximately an hour to glaze a bowl.  Little or no 
artistic talent is necessary.  After we finish, the 
bowls go into the kiln for a few days, then will be 
used during our fundraiser later this year for Open 
Door.  A Thrivent grant will pay for the first dozen 
bowls, so let Andrea Eppenauer know if you are 
interested.  We will have fun and will help out with 
the church's fundraiser! 
 
 

News from the Church Council 
 

 The council met on June 21st. Insurance options 
are being studied. Mission and Ministry is using the 
Church van to pick up guests for Sunday breakfasts. 
August 30th is a fifth Sunday and will be held at 
Calvary. Burns Chapel will join us for worship and 
lunch. The council encourages committees to meet, 
as needed, and to report to the council. The area 
WELCA Fall Gathering will be here, at Christ-Trinity 
on Saturday, September 26th. We will provide the 
luncheon. 
 
 

 Save the Date! 
 

 Christ and Trinity will host the WELCA Fall 
Gathering on Saturday, September 26th. We will 
welcome women from around Area 9 for a day of 
fellowship and Bible study.  All women are invited! 
 

 
 

 Announcements 
 

• Pastor Anne is offering Facebook Live Prayer 
and Devotions Monday-Thursday at 8 am on 
her Facebook page. 

 

• We collected 67 pounds of food to help families 
feed their children during the summer.  Thanks 
to all who donated! 

 

• August newsletter items are due to the 
secretary by Monday, July 27. 

 
 
 

A Note of Thanks 
 

 I feel so fortunate to have had such a lovely trip 
to Italy and Greece. The way that folks stepped up, 
as you always do, to keep things going along and the 
way that you show up to be the Church, warms my 
heart. Thank you!  
 Thank you also for joining everyone over at 
Calvary to celebrate my ordination anniversary. I am 
blessed beyond measure! Again, thank you!  
     Pr. Anne 

 
 
 

Memorial for Linda Boe 
 

 A memorial service for Linda Boe will be held at 
Christ-Trinity on Saturday, July 25th. The service 
begins at 10:00 am and will be followed by a 
reception. Join us as we honor our dear friend.   
 
 
 

Mowing Volunteers Needed 
 

 Volunteers are needed to help mow the church 
grounds.  There is a mowing schedule on the bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall.  All of the equipment is 
here at the church – we just need your time and 
willingness.  Please sign up if you can help. 
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July 2026 

 
 
 Synod Assembly Update  
 

 On June 6th, Jason Ohare and I attended our 
Central States Synod Assembly by Zoom. Most 
things were routine business: approve minutes, the 
budget, reports from synod churches, staff 
guidelines, retirements and deaths.  The following 
resolutions were presented and approved: 

• To celebrate global and companion synod 
ministry: October 4, 2026 – the Urals, Siberia 
Russia; and February 7, 2027 – Papua New 
Guinea. 

• To act for climate justice. 

• To affirm people of God of all gender 
identities. 

• To give thanks for concluded stages of 
ministry: Pastors who have retired or passed 
away and churches that have withdrawn 
from the ELCA. 

 

 Please let me know if you have any questions. 
      Submitted by Betty Hart Barnes 
 
 
 

 Mid-MO Bible Camp 
 

 Do you know someone who would enjoy 
attending camp?  Mid-MO Bible Camp is July 12-16.  
Spend the week at a beautiful camp, surrounded by 
great friends, diving into God’s word and learning 
how God is active in our lives. Camp is held at Camp 
Rising Sun at Lake of the Ozarks State Park. 
Registration fee of $10 is due immediately, with the 
$90 enrollment fee due upon arrival.  Camp is open 
to kids who have completed 4th grade through 9th 
grade by this summer.  Contact Pr. Anne for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Responding to Venezuela  
 

 The news from Venezuela is heartbreaking and 
the human need related to the earthquakes are 
compelling. Lutheran World Relief stands ready to 
help. 
 Your gift to LWR supports work with local 
partners to provide critical relief today and long-
term recovery support to those impacted by 
disasters like the earthquakes in Venezuela. LWR 
works in this way around the globe, responding to 
disasters that make the news and to the everyday 
disasters that come with extreme poverty. To learn 
more, visit www.lwr.org or make a donation to 
Christ-Trinity and indicate in the memo or on the 
envelope that the gift is to be sent to LWR.  
 
 
 

 Discernment Weekends This Summer 
 

 The synod is hosting discernment weekends this 
summer. Each weekend is designed for anyone who 
may be feeling a gentle nudge from the Holy Spirit 
to explore ministry in any capacity (lay, ordained or 
somewhere in between). There will be a chance to 
learn about lots of different options, ask questions, 
and spend time in prayer thinking about God’s call 
on your own life.  
 There are two more events scheduled this 
summer: July 17-18 in Salina, KS, and July 24-25 in 
Kansas City. The event is free and hotel 
accommodations will be provided by the synod. See 
attached flyer. To register, visit: 
 www.css-elca.org/discernment.  
 For questions, contact Pastor Chad Langdon at 
636-699-8747 or clangdon@css-elca.org.   
 Questions? Ask Pastor Anne. 
 
  

http://www.lwr.org/
http://www.css-elca.org/discernment
mailto:clangdon@css-elca.org
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July 2026 
 

 Prayer Requests 
  

 Floyd Hatfield, Mel Satnan, Roger, Tim, Ryan 
Peters, Betty, Lars and Kay, Connie Shoemaker, 
Lavern, Scott Arnold, Rick Morrison, Gerald Hunton, 
Carol Benner, Gwen Eppenauer. 
 Continue to pray for our home-bound members:  
Sandra Graf and Val Hoon. 
 Let us also remember Mouniratou from Burkina 
Faso, and those who serve our country in the armed 
services, peace corps and missions. 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 15  Milena Stevens 

 25  Jason Ohare 

 25  Hannah Satnan 
 31  Miley Hayes 

  

July Anniversaries 

 9  Brandon & Staci Harrison 
 27  Robert & Alicia Hartley 

 

 
 

 

 A Single Thought   
 

 "The American experiment has provided a 
unique laboratory for the Christian church. For 250 
years, the freedom of the church to exist without 
the hand of the state has led to a missionary 
explosion that has reached the ends of the earth. 
We celebrate not a nation for its own sake, but for 
the way God has used this time and place to further 
His global mission." - Albert Mohler 
 
 

 In Sympathy 
 

 We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to the 
family of Marlyn Kern, who passed away on June 6. 
 
 

 
 

 Readings for Sundays in July 

 
July 5 – U.S. Semiquincentennial 

• Deuteronomy 10: 17-21 

• Psalm 145: 1-9 

• Hebrews 11: 8-16 

• Matthew 5: 43-48 

 
July 12 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

• Genesis 25: 19-34 

• Psalm 119: 105-112 

• Romans 8: 1-11 

• Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

 
July 19 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

• Genesis 28: 10-19a 

• Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24 

• Romans 8: 12-25 

• Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

 
July 26 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

• Genesis 29: 15-28 

• Psalm 105: 1-11, 45b 

• Romans 8: 26-39 

• Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
 
 
 

 Praying Our Way Forward 
 

 As we discern together our best way forward as a 
congregation, I ask for all of us to be in prayer for God’s 
hand in all that is before us and for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. O God, you have drawn us together into 
this community of faithful disciples. Help us to keep 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of 
life, together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, 
and together witnessing to your love wherever we are. 
We ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit and for the wisdom 
and strength to follow where the Spirit guides us. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen! 

 
 


